Variant angina (VA) is now known to be caused by vasospasm of an epicardial artery, typically, but not invariably, in segments with insignificant atherosclerosis (4, 5) . Even when an epicardial artery appears to be angiographically normal, atherosclerotic plaques can be demonstrated within a centimeter of the spastic site by intravascular ultrasonography (6, 7) . In some patients, VA may involve more than 1 artery and may occur either simultaneously or fluctuate between different epicardial vessels. Proposed etiologies include abnormalities in nitric oxide signaling and smooth muscle hypertrophy or hypersensitivity, among others (8) (9) (10) .
Irrespective of the presence or severity of obstructive atherosclerotic disease, coronary spasm often results in myocardial ischemia and causes anginal symptoms. Transmural ischemia of a large area of the myocardium can result in ventricular arrhythmias and heart failure, and prolonged attacks may lead to thrombus formation and infarction (11, 12) . Several physiological stimuli can provoke coronary vasospasm including exercise, mental stress, hyperventilation, and cold exposure. However, these are unreliable stressors for diagnostic purposes (13, 14) . Although VA is uncommon compared with other coronary syndromes, its true incidence and prevalence remain unknown. In some patients, symptoms may be exertional due to exercise-provoked vasospasm, there may be systemic vasospastic diathesis, or the vasomotor instability may resolve over time after an acute coronary syndrome (16) (17) (18) . Pharmacological provocation, with intracoronary acetylcholine or with intravenous or intracoronary ergonovine has been used to diagnose vasospasm and has a sensitivity of w90% in patients with VA compared with a w4% to 5% rate of vasospasm observed in patients referred for diagnostic angiography (19) . The sensitivity and specificity of intracoronary ergonovine are higher than intravenous ergonovine and similar to that of acetylcholine (19) . relevant to the contents of this paper to disclose. 
